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Richard Lanyon and Marsha Richman Trip to the UK in June 1983 

Dick and Marsha were married in May 1982 and had a delayed honeymoon to the UK in June 
1983. Dick took the opportunity to do some family history research during this trip. Below is a 
general outline of our travels in the UK and imbedded are details about Dick’s paternal great 
grandparents in London and his maternal grandfather in Bradford and London. A set of 
photographs compliment the narrative. 

On Friday, June 17th, Marsha arrived at ORD via her parents and Dick arrived from his office 
via the CTA. Due to a mechanical problem our flight was delayed about two hours. We arrived at 
Gatwick airport (LGW) shortly after 10:00 am on Saturday the 18th. After Britrail to Victoria 
Station and the Underground to the Earl’s Court Station, we arrived at the Camelia Hotel about 
1:30 pm. After resting for a while we walked to Kensington Park and back, stopping for supper 
at Casa Porrelli. We went to bed about 9:00 pm to recover from the overnight flight. 

After breakfast at the Camelia Hotel on Sunday the 19th, we rode the Underground to Victoria 
Station and began a walking tour of London; Buckingham Palace, the Mall, St. James Park, 
Picadilly Circus, Leicester Square, Trafalgar Square and Soho Square. Riding partway on a bus, 
we walked to Regents Park, toured the park and found a place for lunch. Next, we rode the 
Underground to the British Museum, but didn’t stay long because we were tired; instead we 
returned to the Camela Hotel for a nap. More walking and supper rounded out our first full day. 

Monday the 20th began with breakfast at the hotel followed by a tour of the Tower of London 
and a visit to St. Paul’s Church. Following lunch on Queen Victoria Street we bought theater 
tickets at Leicester Square, spent the afternoon at The National Gallery and had supper at 
Manzi’s on Trafalgar Square. We ended our day enjoying a ballet performance at the Savoy 
Theatre. 

On Tuesday the 21st Marsha and I went to the Tate Gallery to view the art and have lunch. In the 
afternoon we went our separate ways, mine being to find locations where my grandfather Fred 
Aspinwall and my great grandparents Esther and Josiah Lanyon lived when they each lived in 
London. 

Fred lived at 37 Wyndham Street from the late 1880s to early 1892. Whatever building he lived 
in has been replaced by a modern building. At the north end of the block is Marylebone Road 
and at the south end of the block is York Street. The Wyndham Hotel is located at No.30 
Wyndham Street. I took several photographs. 

At the southwest corner of the block is the York Ladies Residential Chambers with 1892 
inscribed on the cornerstone. Across York Street is St. Mary’s Church in Bryanston Square. 
Except for the church, Bryanston Square is all residential. Fred also lived  or worked at No. 20, 
which does not exist but the buildings appear to be of the same period. No. 21 is the Swiss 
Embassy Residence. I took several photographs. 

Melton Street was found but Melton Place was not found. Esther and Josiah lived at No. 12, 
which does not exist but a modern building is marked 11-13. Across the street is a modern 
railway station and office complex. Melton Street intersects with Euston Road, a busy 
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throughfare. Across Euston Road, Melton Street changes to Gordon Street. Along Euston Road 
are older buildings, some of which are being rehabilitated. I took several photographs. 

Esther and Josiah’s son, John, was baptized in 1845 at St. Pancras Old Church, on St. Pancras 
Road about half a mile north of the St. Pancras Railroad Station on Euston Road. The church is 
the oldest building in the borough. The present old church dates from the 11th Century and ruins 
found beneath it are dated from the 7th Century. The church was enlarged in 1847 and 1848. The 
St. Pancras New Church is located on Euston Road at Woburn Street, half a mile west of St. 
Pancras Railroad Station. The new church was consecrated in the 1820s. The Fleet River 
formerly flowed past St. Pancras Old Church. The river is presently enclosed in an underground 
conduit. I took several photographs. 

Percy Circus is a circular street with a small park in the center maintained by the Borough of 
Islington, The higher elevation is northeast on Great Percy Street. The land slopes down to the 
southwest along Great Percy Street. There are five sectors of housing surrounding the circus. 
Starting from the northeast on Great Percy Street clockwise to Prideaux Place are units 1 through 
3, from Prideaux Place to Great Percy Street are units 4 through 15, from Great Percy Street to 
Vernon Rise is unit 16, From Vernon Rise to a pedestrian parkway are units 17 through 20, and 
from the parkway to Great Percy Street is one larger unit. The last sector appears to be newer 
construction. The other four appear to be of the same vintage. Esther and Josiah lived in unit 2 in 
1845. A plaque on the wall of the third sector indicates that  Vladimir Lenin resided here in 1905. 
I took several photographs. 

After supper at Edens in Covent Garden we attended the theatre. 

On Wednesday the 22nd, Early in the day I visited Deverell Street in the Borough of Southwark. 
Northwest along Deverell Street from Bartholomew Street to Spurgeon Street has mostly been 
redeveloped in public housing and one educational institution. Esther and Josiah lived at No. 12 
in 1841. A few blocks north along Trinity Street is Merrick Square and Trinity Church and 
Garden. I took several photographs. 

Meeting Marsha near Victoria Station, we picked up our rental vehicle and drove to the Camelia 
Hotel for our luggage. We got lost trying to find Route A10 for the drive out of London but 
eventually succeeded. We registered at our B&B in Peterborough and had supper at the Bull & 
Dolphin. 

Leaving Peterborough on Thursday the 23rd, we stopped in Crowland, a quaint old town with 
an unused three-way masonry arch bridge and a municipal library. Continuing to Lincoln, 
crossing the River Humber and on to York, an impressive old walled city with a huge cathedral. 

On Friday the 24th, we walked the city wall and toured the old town, Castle Museum, and York 
Minster Cathedral. 

We left York on Saturday the 25th and enjoyed two hikes, one at Goathland and the other at 
Runswick Bay, then on to our farm B&B in Barnard Castle. 
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We drove north on Sunday the 26th to visit Chesters Roman Fort and Museum and hike along 
Hadrian’s Wall. Heading southwest across the Pennines in a snow storm to the Lake District, we 
hiked along Ullswater Water, and returned to Barnard Castle. 

Heading south on Monday the 27th we passed through Thirsk to Robert Thompson’s Craftsmen 
in Kilburn, noted for their wood carving, and bought a pair of bookends. Continuing to Burnsall 
where we hiked along the River Wharfe, crossed the Hebden Suspension Bridge, ate supper at 
the Red Lion Inn, and took lodging for two nights at the Manor House Hotel. 

We drove to Malham National Park on Tuesday the 28th and hiked Malham Cove, an interesting 
geological limestone formation created by receding glaciers, and nearby Janet’s Foss, a beautiful 
waterfall on a stream named Gordale Beck. Ending the day, we returned to the village of 
Burnsall for the night. 

We drove to Bradford on Wednesday the 29th, searching for 61 Jermyn Street where Fred 
Aspinwall was born. Jermyn Street is short and near the center of Bradford. Except for the school 
and diocese office on the corner, the remainder of the street and buildings have been removed. In 
its place is a housing project. I took a few photographs and then we drove to Rhayader in Wales 
for two nights at the Beili Nevadd Hotel. 

Lakes in the Elan Valley supply water for Birmingham and we walked around one of them on 
Thursday the 30th, in addition to touring Rhayader. Marsha rested while I took another hike. 

On Friday, October 1 we left Wales and drove to Broadway in the Cotswolds for two nights at 
the Sonia Wallace B&B. After exploring Broadway, we had supper at Hunters Lodge. 

After breakfast at Hidcote Manor, we toured Sudeley Castle on Saturday the 2nd and had lunch 
at the Kings Arms in Cribbing Camden. After a beautiful hike in the Cotswolds we returned to 
Broadway and had supper at Quills. 

We left Broadway early on Sunday the 3rd and drove to London to return the rented vehicle, and 
take the train to Gatwick for our flight home. 
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