Harriet Emma nee Buck and Richard Norman Lanyon’s Life Together

Harriet (Hattie) was born and raised in Port Dover, Ontario, Canada, whereas Richard (Dick) was
born and raised in Mineral Point, Wisconsin, USA. Dick left Mineral Point and relocated to
Rockford, Illinois, perhaps to find employment. They were married in Caledonia, Ontario,
located about 23 miles northeast of Port Dover. See page 3.

These two locations are separated by about 560 miles of land travel. How Hattie and Dick met is
unknown, but some encounter brought them together and the attraction must have been strong
considering that Hattie was two weeks short of her 16" birthday and Dick was 21 years and 8
months old when they were married. Perhaps, it wasn’t a forced marriage because their first child
was born 10 months after their wedding in September 1873.

Following their wedding, the couple returned to Rockford. Dick was employed as a sign painter.
Their life in Rockford must have been sufficiently good because they were listed in the city
directory for 12 years, 1874 through 1886. See page 4.

First child, Elizabeth (Bess) Brenton Lanyon, was born on 31 July 1874 in Rockford.
Second child, Clyde Norman Lanyon, was born on 27 August 1876 in Rockford.
Third child, Maude Lanyon, was born on 27 Nov 1879 in Rockford.

Fourth child, Edwin Lanyon, was born on 28 December 1880. Died within one month.
Fifth child, Frances Elizabeth Lanyon, was born on 9 April 1882 in Rockford.

The family relocated to Englewood, a Chicago suburb in 1886. Dick’s father Josiah and his
family had already moved to Englewood the year after Dick’s marriage.

Sixth child, Charles Henry Lanyon, was born on 20 January 1887 in Englewood.
Seventh child, Harriet Louise Lanyon, was born on 26 February 1889 in Englewood.

Eighth child, Esther Ruth Lanyon, was born on 16 November 1892 in Chicago. Englewood was
annexed into Chicago following a referendum on June 29,1889.

Ninth child, Howard Wesley Lanyon, was born on 26 September 1895 in Chicago.
Tenth child, Robert Lanyon, was born on 8 September 1899 in Chicago.

At some point during their life in Englewood, the family began living in a three-story wood
frame house at 240 West 61° Place. It is believed that Dick’s father built or oversaw the building
of this house. The house remained in the family until the 1950s when it was purchased by Cook
County for construction of the Dan Ryan Expressway. Yale Avenue now occupies the site where
the house was located.

In 1911, Dick bought a family burial plot in Mount Hope Cemetery. See pages 5 and 6.

Dick bought land in Indiana to start a business. A house on this property meant that Hattie and
Dick and their still-at-home children must have spent some of their time there.



The start of the Great Depression late in 1929 brought hardship to many but with Hattie and Dick
in their 70s, they were mostly concerned about their children and grandchildren. Some of this
concern is expressed in the letters Dick wrote to Maude, their 50 year old daughter in California.
See pages 7 through 14.

Hattie and Dick are pictured in their later years on page 15 and were laid to rest in Mount Hope
Cemetery shown on pages 16 and 17.



Marriage certificate of Dick N. Lanyon and Hattie Buck

A torn and disintegrated hand written note reads as follows:

Caledonia
September 29, 1873
I hereby certify that

I this day united in

the marriage between

Mr. Dick Norman Lanyon
of Rockford, Illinois, and
Hattie Emma Buck of
Port Dover in the County
of Norfolk, Province of Ontario
and Dominion of Canada.
James Black

Presbyterian Elder

Philip R. Howard, Witness
J.P. Williamson, Witness

Note: Caledonia is located in Haldimand, Ontario, Canada.

Prepared by Dick Lanyon
January 1, 2017, corrected location, November 2, 2024.



1880 Census (10™) of the USA — Winnebago County, Illinois, page 34, Supervisory District #2, Enumeration District #230

George Street, house number 706, dwelling number 298, family number 306

Name of person | Color | Sex | Age | Marital | Relationship | Occupation | Birthplace of | Birthplace of | Birthplace of
status to head of person | persons father | persons mother
Lanyon, Richard N | W M | 27 M Self Sign Painter Wisconsin England England
Lanyon, Hattie W F | 23 M Wife Keeping house Canada Canada Canada
Stevens, Annie W F | 21 S Cousin At home Wisconsin Unknown England
Lanyon, Bessie W F 6 S Daughter At home [linois Wisconsin Canada
Lanyon, Clyde W M 4 S Son At home [llinois Wisconsin Canada
Lanyon, Maude W F 2 S Daughter At home [llinois Wisconsin Canada

This information was copied from census records at the Rockford Public Library by Richard Fred Lanyon, 1980.

Update in January 2025. The 1880 George Street remains but not by that name according to maps at the Rockford Public Library.
According to Google maps, where George Street was is now Woodlawn Avenue, there is no current address for 706 Woodlawn
Avenue, and the space where 706 would be, just north of Acorn Street, is vacant.

The 1880 Rockford City found online at https://auth.rockfordpubliclibrary.org/genealogy/1880Rockford.pdf lists on page 89 the
following: Lanyon, D. N. res. 706 George; Lanyon, Miss E, empl. stocking factory, bds 507 Pleasant. The identity of Miss E. Lanyon
is unknown, but could be Dick’s older sister.



https://auth.rockfordpubliclibrary.org/genealogy/1880Rockford.pdf
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called the Association, and ﬂ _ RIS 3 _

hereinafter called the purchaser
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hereinafter mentioned, said Association hereby agrees then to convey to said purchaser by a good and
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sufficient Warranty Deed, a Lot of Land in the ;
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hiS heirs and assigns forever; subject, however, to the provisions,
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may hereafter make which shall be ma part of

to pay to said Association the sum of S\J_aasd

purchase price for said lot in the manner followmg&
On the date hereof an installment of

cash, and on each first day of each January, February, Mar

October, November, December_

® ° Dollars
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thereafter, an installment of - ~— WVb Dollars

J 09
until said purchase price shall have been fully paid, it being understood that each payment or installment

aforesaid shall bear interest at the rate of SIX PER CENT. per annum payable semi-annually, from the
date of this contract to the date of the payment of such installment.

It is further agreed that said purchaser may inter in said lot after one-fourth of said purchase price
shall have been paid under this agreement but not before, but no deed shall be delivered by said Association
for the above described lot until it is paid for in full, and in case of default in the above mentioned
payments, or any part thereof, or any of the covenants herein contained, and the continuance of such
default for more than sixty days, said Association shall have the right and is hereby authorized and
empowered to declare this agreement and the payments thereunder, forfeited, and to enter upon said lot
and remove the remains of any person or persons that may be buried thereon and re-inter the same
elsewhere in said Cemetery, and to again dispose of said lot the same as if this agreement had not been made.
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The time of payment shall be an essential part of this contract; and the agreement herein contained
shall extend to and be obligatory upon the successors and assigns of said Association and the heirs,
administrators, executors and assigns of the purchaser.

In Witness Wiherenf, said Association has caused these presents to be signed by its officer duly

authorized thereunto for and on its behalf and said purchaser ha®  hereunto set__h1 & hand__ this
day and year first above mentioned. =
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Circa 1934 Dick and Hattie outside in
the side yard of their home at
240 West 61st Place, Chicago



Burial Information for Dick N. Lanyon family and descendants

Cemetery visit by Richard Lanyon on October 7, 2021

Mount Hope Cemetery Association, 11500 South Fairfield, Chicago, IL 60655, 708-371-2818
Burials located in Section 18, lot 93

Map on page 2.

Headstones, flush with the ground, are located along the east and west edges of the lot

Along the west edge from south to north are the following:
e Howard W. Lanyon, September 26, 1895 — May 26, 1968, Illinois, Sgt US Army, WWI
e Maude Lanyon Mervin, 1878 — 1947
e Esther R. Anderson, 1892 — 1963
e Frank O. Anderson, 1886 — 1962
e Frances E. Lanyon, 1882 — 1968
e Robert Lanyon, 1899 — 1961

Along the east edge from south to north are the following:
e Clyde N. Lanyon, 1876 — 1911, Masonic symbol included
e Fannie B. Lanyon, 1890 — 1941
e Charles H. Lanyon, 1887 — 1944
e Dick N. Lanyon, 1852 — 1935
e Harriet E. Lanyon, 1857 — 1936
e Bess B. Lanyon, 1874 — 1950

At the foot of Howard’s grave is this marker:
e Ellen M. Lanyon, 1903 - 1995

A large tree is adjacent to the headstones for Howard and Maude. The tree is 98 feet south of the
centerline of the road bordering Section 18 on the north, and 118 feet west of the centerline of
the road bordering Section 18 on the east.
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